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MEMORANDUM IFOR: Chairman, Unitced States Intelligence Board

SUBJECT: Reconnaissance Rescuvces for
Crisis Management Situations

REFERENCE: USIB-D-41.15/72

In the refercenced document, the United States
Intclligence Board requested that the National Reconnaissance
Office advisce the Board as soon as practicable on the yesults
of its studics toward incrceasingly advantagceous
capabilities and plans for speceding up processing and LLIm
handling. This request was pointed toward mceting the nceds
of the United States Government in critical international
gitun . ions.

: In responding to this request, the NRO is doing so
in the light of the framcework in which the subject ol c¢risis

MADAT e U Has Iheen” cast in prévious Board discussionsg—-namely, |

periods of international tendion 8f soie duration during which

photographic reconnaissance might provide information of
critical importance for policy decisions. .

Over the past six months, sceveral informal discus-
sions on this subject have taken place between the NRO Staff
and the COMOR. As a result, the NRO has evaluated all recon-—
naissance asscts available now and in the near future which
mipght be employed for crisis management purposces.  Attached
is a paper which briefly summarizes <he chavacteristics,
limitations, and program status of all satellite, aireraft,
and drone recconnaissance systems  in this category.

With regard {to satellites, except for the usc of

CCORONA (KI-4) as o means of providing coverage of those indi-

cations targets| L near-
term prospects are not good,
- 25X1

25X

l7

NRO

NRO review(s) completed. : . HANDLE VIA|

CONTROIL, SYSTEM ONLY

. ' ' TOP SECRET
Approved For Release 2006/07/20 : CIA-RDP92B01090R002500060045-6.

\

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

MORI/CDF



- 25X1

ApprovedZPdi Release 2006/(37/20 ‘ClA RDP92B01090R002500060045-6
]"V(nl—H TOR SIGCR Y

Lnclosurce

"fu: DL SY BTN ONLY - Ub"l’~1>~f1 16/ 74
{
3

HOR-D-13/52-2) 25X1

J;mu;.uty 1960

Limited Distribution

§5x1

The Ki-4 program, becausce of its maturity, is in a

mueh Whotd oy oot ion to e ceentavod S o epdodie cddayeadd aaa

25X1

LOTTNE poavd, 1n ceonjunctiron with o regulay ITonuanch 1n the
next few months, I plan to test the reaction capability of
the Kli-4 and the processing/production facilitics in a simu-
lated crisis situation.  Unfortunately, as noted p)oVLOuLly,
the resolution pf the Kii-4 is not adeqguate to provide a
majority of the information nceded

I am sure the Boawrd will aegree that it and the NRO
should togother insuvirge that vlans are in cifcelt to take maxi-
mum ~dvantage of the Ki—4 ¢ ettt — .
has provi cic\c* targetinmg Lo Lie usa g
and domrmrriedvdsed—tinet these targels arve kept constantly under
revicw in order to advise the N8 of any change. (lﬂum also
advised that COMOR is indicating which of these targoets might
uscfully bo coverg the Hil-4 it the situation demanded ‘that
both the Kll-4 and boe usoed shmvhanoous]y to collecct
information at a given point in time.

ILLEGIB

ILLEGIB

With regard to aireraft systems, the Board is well
aware of the uses which could be made of the U-2 and the 25X1
BLUL SPRINGS drones in crisis situwtjon;, pavticularly in
thosce arcas where present air defensce capabilities permit.
The CXCART aiverait will shortly be available for emergency
situations which might arise in China and Southeast Asia.
Towever, the use of the OXCART over the USSR when it achieves
full operational capabilities poses certain problems, not so
much in terms of ity ability to survive, but rather in terms
ol its political impact, In some circumstances its usce might
exacerbate unpredictably the tense situation pertaining at a
time of international crigis,
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In addition, there is the SAC version ol the OX ART, (b Wt
7 - : . . \
namely, the SR-71, which will shortly become an available :

national assct.

There arce two other photographic asscts under
develenment which would be of importance in covering crisis
situations in cortainsareas, parvticularly, China and South-
cast Asia. I refer tothe TAGROARD dionc which Wwill operatc
at high altitudes at '
Fhis vehicle, which is Jaunched from o modificd OACART far- 25X1
craft, should be operational by late CY 1966. The Depariment
of Defense is also purchasing advanced subsonic drones known
as the 147-I1 which will be available by mid-1966, and is
contemplating an even morce advanced subsonic drone for usc
in CY 19G8.

. The NRO has under active study and feasibility

25X1 ' investigation [photographic rcadout satellite
systems as a parlt of the NRP. Also, as a means ol reducing
the time of receipt of information after photography has
been collected, sthe NRO is investigating the Tfeasibility of
installing an in-flight processing and exploitation capability
in a KC—=125 aircraft. This would permit a saving of many
hours after the retrieval of cither a manned ajvceraft or a

satcllitce photographic package.

In swmmary, in consideration of the forecgoing and
the attachment, several points scoem c¢lear. Neither the
existing satellite, airecraft, or dronc systems nor thosc
currently in development have the desired tiuly gquick-
renction capability to deal properly with rapidly changing
international situations. Aside from considerations of

quick veaction, no singlce system available or contemplated ' iy S
is capable of deing the toltal crisis management task. Collec- \4L\

£ively, thore is a substantial national collection capability
on hand and/or projected for the ncar term which could be
cemployed in an cmergency. ’

The NRO will continue to improve the capabilitices
of all systems for usc in crisis situations, including the
reduction of time from retriecval of aircrait and satellite
product to delivery of findings to national authoritics. 25X
Additionally, greater cmphasis will be placed on investiga-
tions leading toward quicker reacting photographic satellite

N
'3 o | |
25%1
HANDLIE VIA
CONTROL SYSTIM ONLY 25X1
TOP SECRET .

Approved For Release 2006/07/20 : CIA-RDP92B01090R002500060045-6



[y

. _ 25X1 Approved Fo&elease 2006/07/20 : CIA-RDP92BO1OQOROO25000_€§OO45-6

L3 . o
. : TOP  SECRET Enclosure
naNDLE via[____ ] USIB-D-41, 15/74
‘ (:’:’:) CONTROL SYSTEl\li E— |(COMOI{—D— 13/52-2)

3 January 19606
Limited Distribution

svgiemsg (5 & 1':‘~'111{\11'1‘\J

25X1

Alcexandex H. Flox
Dirccior
. National Beconnaissance Office

Attachment
" Asscts for Crisis Managoement

cc:  Ch/COMOR
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